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disposal a well-organised and trained force of some 45,000 men,
and had obtained the assistance of the Emperor in his quarrel,
was at open war with the Company, whose available troops
numbered barely 11,500 in all, Hostilities opened with a serious
disaster to the British. A treacherous and unprovoked attack
made by them on Patna miscarried owing to the indiscipline of
the troops, and while endeavouring to retreat they were over-
taken and surrounded in open country and compelled to lay
down their arms to the number of 3000 men. it was under
these unfavourable auspices that Adams, at the head of a little
force of 2500 men, commenced his advance up the Ganges
from Calcutta. Meer Kossim's advance guard was heavily
defeated in an attempt to cover Moorshedabad, and Adams, his
troops doubled in numbers soon after the occupation of that
city, found himself face to face with 40,000 enemy troops in a
strong position at Sooty. After a desperate day's fighting the
defence was broken through and fell back to the defile of
Oondwa, where a marsh and powerful entrenchments closed
the narrow gap between river and hills. For a whole month
the British force was held up before this formidable obstacle ;
then in a daring and skilfully conducted night operation a path
through the marsh was threaded, the fortifications were stormed
and the troops of Meer Kossim were driven out with the loss of
all their guns and several thousand men. Four weeks later
trenches were opened before the walls of Patna, the storming
of which put an end to the operations. Meer Kossim, defeated
and desperate, "sought refuge in Oude, and Carnac replaced
Adams, who retired to Calcutta, sick to death, after a campaign
which, for audacity and brilliance, will bear comparison with
any recorded in the military history of India.
The new British General, who was made of less heroic stuff
than his predecessor, found himself, at the opening of the
campaign of 1764, faced with the "forces not only of the two
princes who had gone down before Adams, but also with those
of the Nawab of Oude, while the European portion of his own
army was discontented and inclined to be mutinous. Com-
pelled to a hasty and somewhat undignified withdrawal within
the walls of Patna, he nevertheless succeeded in maintaining
himself there long enough to allow time for discord to arise
among his adversaries, who, following the failure of their first
assault on the city, retired to Buxar. Here Meer Kossim,
broken and disgraced, finally disappeared from the scene, and
his former allies sat down to fortify their lines and await the
attack of the British army, now once more under a worthy
leader, Hector Munro.
The latter, after repressing an outbreak of serious dis-